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mean success in the question of the Straits. M. Giers sug-
gested that the troops for the landing expedition might be
taken from the Caucasus front; but General Zhilinski and
General Danilov declared that this would be impracticable,
both because they would be needed in the Caucasus in case
of war with Turkey; and because, for technical reasons, they
could not be mobilized quickly. Both these military experts
were agreed that, with a battle proceeding or expected on
the Western Front, the diversion of considerable troops to
the Straits must be regarded as indefensible and impossible:
"The only good strategy is strong strategy. The war on our
Western- Front would demand the utmost application of
all the forces of the State, and we could not dispense with
a single army corps to be left behind for special tasks. We
must direct our energies to ensuring success in the most
important theatre of war. With victory in this theatre,
we should secure favorable decisions in all secondary
questions." 8U
In spite of more optimistic arguments by the naval ex-
perts in favor of .a landing expedition in the Straits, the
Chief of Staff seemed to express the general sense of the
Conference that such an expedition could only take place
during a crisis which would lead to a general European war
and that the troops for it would be needed on the Western
Front against Germany and Austria. Therefore no separate
landing expedition should be attempted for the present.
Nevertheless, everything should be done to prepare for
one. Accordingly, after a long discussion of the technical
details involved, the Conference decided to recommend to
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This strategic point of view, always urged on the Russians by the
French (cj. A. Zaiontchkovski, et al, Les Allies'centre la Russie, Paris
1926), and embodied in General Danilov's detailed plan of campaign
drawn up for the Russian General Staff in March, 1914 (printed by
Frantz, Russktnds Eintritt in den Weltkrieg, pp. 112-162), was of course
the one actually put into operation four months later.